Thursday 25th
- Sunday 28th
September 2025

Irvine, North Ayrshire | tidelinesbookfestival.com
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£10/8/6""

FREE & DROP-IN*""

* Bring your adult for free. Children must be accompanied, minimum 1 adult per 3 children.
** This event has flexible pricing, please choose whichever you can pay.
**122B Montgomery St, Irvine, KA12 8PW (Buzz for entry!)
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Box office 01294 274059 or www.ticketsource.co.uk tidelinesbookfestival.com
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Book Festival

2025

To my mind, the great book festivals are the ones that truly understand what
is meant by the word ‘local. Yes, they reflect some of the year's exciting
developments in the world of books, but, more than that, they engage their
audiences with an all-year-round sense of reading and writing, and how
important it is to a community. The Tidelines Festival has the west coast
of Scotland deep down in its DNA, particularly Ayrshire and even more
particularly Irvine and environs, and it's a joy to see how many of this year's
events draw on a great wealth of what | would call local talent.

Some of that talent, of course, is now world famous. Former First Minister
of Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon, is also first and foremost a Dreghorn lassie,
and a brilliant statesperson who has devoted all her adult life — as well as
quite a bit of her teenage life — to public service. I've read an early copy of
her memoir Frankly, and | can tell you she pulls no punches. Her brilliant
book is certain to be one of the publishing highlights of the year, and her
event for Tidelines, on prime home turf, will be an outstanding event.

Locality, humour, lifestyle and nation will all be celebrated and investigated
in a wheen of exciting sessions across the whole weekend. From Simon
Lamb's modern-day re-imagining of Burns's great epic in Mat o' Shanter, to
whisky murders, children'’s fiction events and the secrets of Carina Contini's
marvellous cookbook; from Scots heritage and local history to travel and
half a dozen bright and uplifting author events, Tidelines is this year offering
one of its strongest lineups yet, ending on Sunday evening with national
treasure and one of my favourite poets, the great Jackie Kay.

Never has the local, the rooted, the returning and the near-to-hand seemed
more exciting. Welcome to Tidelines 2025, a celebration to ‘put life and
mettle in your heels' as Burns might say.

Andrew O'Hagan
Patron, Tidelines
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature

Box office 01294 274059 or www.ticketsource.co.uk
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Moxie Creative Kids:

‘Dear Zoo' Storytelling sessions

Harbour Arts Centre | Friday 26 September

10-10.40am (babies) | 11-11.40am (crawlers & movers - 2 yrs & under)
£5 per child

The Nature Library - Make your own Nature Book
Saturday 27 September | 2-4pm | FREE & DROP-IN
(Suitable for all ages)

Create your own story about the natural world with this
family-friendly ‘make-your-own-book’ session. Celebrate
all things land, sky and sea, from the spectacular neighbouring habitats of
the Bogside Flats SSSI to local beaches, woodlands and landscapes

far beyond! All craft and colouring materials provided. Come to 122B
Montgomery St, IRVINE, KA12 8PW - please buzz for entry.

Children must be accompanied, minimum 1 adult per 3 children.

Join author Alan Dapré as he shares his pawsome picFure bootl<. My Dog
Max. It's an upbeat tail-wagging tale of a girl whose biggest wish is to
find a funny, furry friend of her own. A hilarious story of hopej-, home and
happiness! With bouncy rhymes that will get ever.yone barklr?g for morj,
Alan’s interactive storytelling session is packed with props, giggles, an
plenty of puppy-themed fun. Pup Pup Hooray!

Alan Dapré - My Dog Max
For any big kids and dog lovers!
(Ages 4-6years - though all ages welcome!)

Harbour Arts Centre | Saturday 27 September
10-11am | £5 per child

Bring your adult for free. Minimum of 1 adult per 3 children.




Simon Lamb:
Mat o' Shanter Book Launch
with Chair, Vivian French

Thursday 25 September | 7.30-8.30pm
£10

Irvine Lasses Harbourside Walk

Friday 26 September &
Sunday 28 September
11am-12noon | £5

Box office 01294 274059 or www.ticketsource.co.uk
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Natalie Jayne Clark and Martin Stewart:
A Drink To Die For!

Friday 26 September | 7.30-9pm
£13 with whisky tasting or £10 with Irn Bru

Join Natalie Jayne Clark and Martin
Stewart for an evening of crime and
whisky! The authors will explore the
compelling power of Scotch - and the
extreme lengths to which their characters
will go for the ‘water of life'. Clark’s The
Malt Whisky Murders was snapped up

within a few days of her pitch at Bloody
Scotland’s Pitch Perfect, while Stewart's
‘irresistibly entertaining’ Double Proof

was shortlisted for the Bloody Scotland
Debut Prize. Enhance your experience with
optional whisky tasting or a dram o' Irn Bru.
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The Contini Cookbook:

From Italy to Edinburgh with Carina Contini
and Chair, Lisa Kennedy (The Braw and The
Brave Podcast).

Saturday 27 September | 122noon-1pm | £11

For Carina Contini, food is a way of life. Her
family's Italian-Scottish heritage has enriched

the recipes on the menu at Contini, Edinburgh.

At the award-winning restaurant, ingredients
come direct from Italy or are sourced locally
- many even from their own kitchen garden.
Join Carina to discuss her cookbook, which

features 100 iconic dishes. The recipes

AYIN00D

Darren McGarvey:

Trauma Industrial Complex - How Oversharing

Became a Product in a Digital World

Saturday 27 September | 2-3pm
£10 | 16 years+

Orwell prize-winning author and hip-hop artist
Darren McGarvey examines the stories we tell
ourselves about our wounds. Once a clinical
term, trauma now dominates public debates
and social media, where it is freely diagnosed.
A deeply personal and revealing account

of how increased openness can sometimes
lead to an explosion of disinformation

AL31D0S NY3AOW

showcase the rich variety of
Italian regional cooking, all
of which can be reproduced
with love at home. Chance to
sample some ltalian delights
included in the ticket price!

and potentially harmful guidance. Darren
will share his lived experiences and take
questions from the audience.

‘The stand out, authentic voice of a
generation’. - The Herald.

‘How to Kill a Witch:

A Guide for the Patriarchy’ -

Zoe Venditozzi and Claire Mitchell KC
in conversation with Morven Gow.

Human rights lawyer Claire Mitchell and novelist
Zoe Venditozzi talk about their fascinating book,
How to Kill A Witch: A Guide for the Patriarchy,

Saturday 27 September | 4-5pm which exposes a dark side of Scottish history.

£10

JOVLIIIIH S100S

Campaign group Witches of Scotland are on

a mission to illuminate the unjust killings of nearly
4,000 Scottish women in the 1500s as witches.
They want an official pardon, an apology, and
appropriate memorialisation of those who

were killed.

Box office 01294 274059 or www.ticketsource.co.uk tidelinesbookfestival.com



Nicola Sturgeon's ‘FRANKLY’
in conversation with Sean McDonald (Blethered Podcast).

Fullarton ConneXions (Sanctuary)
Saturday 27 September | 7.30-8.45pm | £10

Nicola Sturgeon brings her debut
book ‘Frankly’ to her hometown

of Irvine, where it all started. In

this deeply personal memoir, she
recounts her journey from working-
class Ayrshire to the steps of Bute
House. Revealing the person behind
the politician, she explores the schism
between her private and public
personas: one painfully shy and
self-critical, the other a consummate
public performer.

Full of the verve and wit that made

Sturgeon one of the most high-profile
politicians in the UK. Infused throughout with a love of Scotland
and its people, it honestly discusses Sturgeon'’s mistakes, her
battles, and her triumphs.

Sean McDonald is recognised
as one of the country's most
influential broadcasters

and highly sought after
commentators.

His self-produced podcast
Blethered has tackled difficult
topics with a twist.

A Dook & A Book Workshop:

Chantal McFeely & Artist Lynn McNally
Dook at Irvine Beach | Workshop at the HAC
Sunday 28 September | 9.30-12noon | £15
Booking Essential (20 spaces available)

Join us for a guided dip in the sea at Irvine Beach - meet 9:30am at
the Pavilion. Then it's back to the HAC for luxury hot chocolate. Hear
how local swimmer Chantal Feely used cold water and the art of

journalling to combat grief. Culminate the experience by creating a
personalised journal cover with talented artist, Lynn McNally. Start
with the dook and end with the book!

Walk Like A Girl - A Search for Self by
Claudia Esnouf in conversation with Munro
compleatist, Eleanor Freckleton.

Sunday 28 September | 1-2pm
£10/8/6"

For nearly a year, Claudia set off to travel the
world, not knowing she'd end up walking
1,500 miles through the Caucasus, India,
Nepal, Europe and Scotland. Along the way,
she faced down a rampaging water buffalo,

survived a freezing glacier crossing, and
unknowingly camped in a minefield. Above
all, she unexpectedly endured the worst
of heartbreak, where walking became the
only cure. Walk Like A Girl is a story about
resilience and courage.
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Our Gaelic Bookcase:
Singer Songwriter - David Douglas, Whitehirst
Park PS, Artist - Eoghann MacColl, Gaelic Choir

Sunday 28 September | 3-4pm | £10/8/6

The first shelf in our Gaelic bookcase will
celebrate favourite stories, poems and songs.
Gaelic speakers of all ages will captivate
listeners with the melodic rhythm and distinct
sounds of our heritage language. There will
be an opportunity to learn some new words. A
lyrical feast!

Alastair MacDonald Jackson:
Scottish West Coast Isles

Sunday 28 September | 5-6PM
£10/8/6

Join Alastair MacDonald Jackson for a journey around Scotland's
west coast islands. Over a period of 18 months he walked and
camped on 42 of these landfalls from Little
Cumbrae to the Butt of Lewis, and you can
find more out about these adventures from
Alastair as he presents images from his book
‘Scottish West Coast Isles In Photographs'
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Coorie doon wi' National Treasure Jackie Kay in conversation

with Scots Tongue Poet Tracy Harvey.

Sunday 28 September | 7-8pm | £10

‘Coorie doon' wi' acclaimed Scottish writer
Jackie Kay in conversation wi' Ayrshire Poet,
Tracy Anne Harvey. The pair will follow the
journey o' life, starting and finishing wi' Jackie's
latest children’'s book COORIE DOON, a
beautifully illustrated book fou o' tenderness
and compassion. It specifically looks at the
moment when life turns and you find yourself
becoming a parent to your parent. You are
promised an evening o' warmth, humour, Scots
Tongue and human endearment!

JINDNOL SLODS

tidelinesbookfestival.com



We'd like to thank our sponsors and partners but most of all you, our
patrons, for supporting your local book festival. It's your support that
makes our school and outreach programmes happen. Thanks for
being part of the story!

THE
NATURE
LIBRARY

Vennel Gardens Community
Engagement Hub

Box office 01294 274059 or www.ticketsource.co.uk

SAVE THE DATE: An Audience with the Hebridean Baker
(Coinneach MacLeod) & Peter MacQueen at Fullarton

ConneXions. Tickets go on sale 1 October 2025.

Friday 28 November | 7.30-8.45pm

Join Coinneach MacLeod, the Hebridean Baker, and Peter
MacQueen, author of Tails of Scotland, for a heartwarming
evening of Scottish stories, recipes, dogs, and songs!

Settle in for a truly special night as two of Scotland's most
beloved storytellers come together to share tales from their lives,
their books, and their shared love of Highland culture. Coinneach
MacLeod, the international bestselling author and TV presenter
known as the Hebridean Baker, will whisk you away to the Outer
Hebrides with delicious recipes, Gaelic songs, and charming
island folklore.

Alongside him, Peter MacQueen will introduce you to the furry
stars of his new book Tails of Scotland, celebrating the iconic
breeds that have left their pawprints on Scottish history. With
his signature warmth and wit, Peter shares stories from his
adventures across the country — from the Borders to the Isle
of Skye — meeting the people and dogs who make Scotland
so special.

Expect laughter, music, a few four-legged surprises, and plenty
of inspiration to take home — whether it's a new recipe, a new
favourite dog breed, or a deeper love for the stories that shape us.
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Harbour Arts Centre, Fullarton ConneXions,

116 Harbour Street, Church Street,
KA12 8PZ. IRVINE,
KA12 8PE.
Harbour Master's Cottage
Harbour Street, The Nature Library,
KA12 8PZ. 122B Montgomery
Street,
IRVINE,
KA12 8PW.

Scan to find out more about
Tidelines Book Festival. Book
here: http://www.ticketsource.
co.uk/harbour-arts-centre
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